CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR ARIZONA MEDIA HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2026!
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Induction into the Arizona Media Hall of Fame is the pinnacle of recognition for media professionals in
Arizona. This prestigious award celebrates those whose transformative impact on Arizona’s local media
industry has had lasting influence that simply can’t be undone. Our 2026 Hall of Fame inductees are:

Jude LaCava, Former Sports Anchor, Fox 10

For over three decades, Jude LaCava was a fixture in the Phoenix TV market,
covering local high school, college, and professional sports. The award-
winning broadcaster announced his retirement from Fox 10 in 2020, where he
served as a sports anchor and host of Fox 70 SportsNight for over 22 years.

) Known for his charisma and confidence on-air, he also previously hosted the
620 Sportsline on KTAR radio for four years. A Rocky Mountain Emmy Award
winner, Jude even served as the original voice of the Arizona Rattlers in 1992

and as a Phoenix Suns analyst during the '92-'93 season. Beloved by his
colleagues, Jude carried himself throughout his distinguished career with integrity, professionalism
and a warm sense of humor. Jude truly set the standard for sports journalism in Arizona and
throughout the Southwest.

Becky Lynn, News Anchor, Bonneville Phoenix

In 1989, Becky Lynn came to Arizona from radio stations in East Tennessee
(country WIVK, rock WIMZ). She brought her personality, voice, and news nose
to the valley and may now be the longest-running on-air female radio news
anchor in Phoenix history. As an influential voice at some of the Valley’s most
notable stations— mornings at KMLE and KNIX, and currently afternoons at
KTAR-- her work has earned awards from the Associated Press and a regional
Edward R. Murrow, as well as a Phoenix Magazine Best of Phoenix award.
Beyond the newsroom, she uses her platform to give back, hosting public

affairs programs, emceeing community events, and supporting initiatives that
connect and inform Arizonans. Becky is a graduate of the University of Tennessee, a mom of two
children, Madison and Luke, and is married to Bill Ottinger.
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Trip Reeb, Vice President/Market Manager, Hubbard Radio

Trip Reeb is the Vice President and Market Manager of Hubbard Radio Phoenix,
where he has worked since moving to the Valley in 2014 and where he now
manages eight stations. Trip’s broadcast career started in 1973 when, after
doing radio in college, he became a rock music air talent in Miami, followed by
Philadelphia and New York. Trip got on another radio treadmill when he
became a program director at the alternative rock station 91X. Then followed
his most significant career transition when he became the General Manager of
“The World Famous” KROQ in Los Angeles. After almost 20 years Trip moved back to San Diego, and
then Hawaii managing other radio groups. Trip has been happily living and enjoying being a part of a
great family cluster here in the Valley of the Sun since.

Juan Villa, News Director, Univision Arizona

Juan Villa is the News Director of Univisiéon Arizona and Utah. His 30 years of
experience in Spanish media includes stints at television, radio and newspaper
groups. He started in 1995 as a News Announcer for KPHX-1480 and later at
Radio Unica. After working as a reporter for La Voz Newspaper, he entered the
TV space as a News Producer for Telemundo Arizona. Villa is a multi-time
Rocky Mountain Emmys and Arizona Press Club award winner. Villa earned his
bachelor's degree in journalism at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism at
Arizona State University. Villa also has a master's degree in Spanish Literature

from ASU, where he has represented at several academic conferences in many
countries. He spent 25 years on the Arizona Latino Media Association Board.
Juan Villa is originally from Mexicali. He is the author of the book: Coyotes en el cine fronterizo (2011)
and serves as a mentor to many journalists in Arizona.

John Zidich, Former President & Publisher, The Arizona Republic
John Zidich moved to Phoenix In 2001, following Gannett's acquisition of
Central Newspapers (The Arizona Republic). He spent 15 years with the
Arizona Republic, eventually becoming President and Publisher, where he led
the newspaper through a period of immense change. In August of 2015 John
became President of Domestic Publishing for Gannett Co. with responsibility
for the Company's 108 local markets and also President and Publisher of USA
TODAY. He began his career in 1977 in the circulation department of the
Stockton Record. John moved to The Reno Gazette Journal as retail
advertising manager in 1987 and became President and Publisher. John
retired in 2018 after 41 years with the Gannett Company. Today the Phoenix area is still home for John
and his family.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026 ARIZONA MEDIA LIFETIME
SERVICE AWARD WINNERS!
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The Arizona Media Association Lifetime Service Award is presented to individuals who have made
extraordinary and sustained contributions to the local media industry over the course of at least 35 years, with
a minimum of 15 years spentin Arizona. These honorees are recognized for their exceptional service and
lasting impact across the industry. Our 2026 Lifetime Service Award winners are:

Peter Aleshire - Journalist, Payson Roundup

Peter Aleshire has spent nearly half a century as a journalist, including nearly 30 years in Arizona.
His career includes time as editor of the Payson Roundup, editor of Arizona Highways Magazine,
contributing editor for Phoenix Magazine, medical, science and investigative writer for the Arizona
Republic and a journalism instructor for ASU West. He has written a dozen books, mostly on
history and natural history. He was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for a series on hospital dumping.
. He has been recognized as reporter of the year and photographer of the year. Technically retired,
he s still writing for the Roundup, the White Mountain Independent and the Arizona Agenda, since he appears to be
addicted tOJournahsm

- Raul Camacho - Senior Broadcast Engineer, Arizona PBS

Raul Camacho began his broadcasting career as a Master Control Operator at KTVW / Univision
after graduating from DeVry in 1986. In 1988, Raul joined KAET / AZPBS in the same role and was
later promoted to Broadcast Engineer, and eventually Senior Broadcast Engineer. Throughout his
career at AZPBS, he has been involved in AZPBS’ evolution—from NTSC analog television to ATSC
digital broadcasting. He has installed and maintained both analog and digital transmitters at
South Mountain, as well as translator sites across Northern Arizona and Yuma. In addition, he
focuses on new equipment integration and technical documentation at the AZPBS studio.
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Kara Cooper — Co-Publisher, Advertising Director, Casa Grande Valley Newspapers

1 Kara Cooper and her family moved to Casa Grande, AZ when Kara was six. The Kramer family has
been in the newspaper industry for four generations. Growing up, Kara worked in various
departments at the Casa Grande Dispatch and eventually received a journalism degree from the
University of Arizona. In January of 1980, she started in sales and ultimately took on more
management roles for Casa Grande Valley Newspapers Inc. While the paper remains a printer, it is
evolving in digital. Kara, alongside Donovan Jr., represents the third Kramer generation at the

papers. Donovan's son Brian and Kara’s daughter Zoe are the fourth.

Richard Dyer — Managing Editor, East Valley, Independent Newsmedia

Richard Dyer in 1987 started as a copy editor at the Apache Junction office of Independent
Newspapers Inc. — now known as Independent Newsmedia — after graduating with a master of
arts in journalism from the University of Arizona. He’s had a variety of positions within the
organization and now oversees editorial production and works with reporters and editors for the
East Valley newspapers as managing editor, while covering Apache Junction and Gold Canyon. He
has more than three decades of creating news content, including stories, photos and videos, all
on a wide variety of topics, and editing the work of others.

Kristin Gilger - Emerita Professor, Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass
Communication at Arizona State University

Kristin Gilger is Emerita Professor at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass
Communication at Arizona State University, where she served for 16 years in leadership positions
that included interim dean. At Cronkite, she also was director of the Donald W. Reynolds National
Center for Business Journalism and the National Center on Disability and Journalism. Previously,
Gilger served as director of ASU Student Media and had a 20-year career in newspapers. She was
deputy managing editor for news at The Arizona Republic; managing editor of the Statesman-

Journalin Salem, Oregon; and suburban editor at The Times-Picayune in New Orleans. She holds
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in journalism from the University of Nebraska. She is the author of two books: “There’s
No Crying in Newsrooms: What Women Have Learned About What it Takes to Lead,” and “My Son, The Priest: A Mother’s
Crisis of Faith.”

Donovan Kramer Jr. - Co-Publisher, Managing Editor, Casa Grande Valley Newspapers
Donovan Kramer Jr. is managing editor and co-publisher of the Casa Grande Dispatch and
PinalCentral.com. He grew up in the business alongside his sister Kara and worked part-time in
various capacities, including delivering the newspaper. He joined Kramer Media fulltime in 1976
after receiving a journalism degree from University of Arizona and soon became managing editor.
He is a former president of Arizona Newspapers Association (now Arizona Media Association), a
longtime member of Rotary and Toastmasters, and has been active in his community and his
church. With his family, he was inducted into the University of Arizona School of Journalism Hall of
Fame in 2022.
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Kevin McCabe - Host, The Kevin McCabe Show, Bonneville Phoenix

Kevin McCabe, known as “the Dean of Arizona High School Sports,” has been a trusted voice in
Arizona sports for over 46 years. His career spans Flagstaff to Tucson, Phoenix, and the national
stage, covering iconic moments like the Diamondbacks’ 2001 World Series win, the Suns’ NBA
Finals run with Charles Barkley, the Cardinals’ Super Bowl appearance, and the Wildcats’ 1997
NCAA Men’s Basketball Championship. While McCabe’s coverage of professional and collegiate
sports is extensive, his true passion is high school athletics. Every Saturday, he hosts The Kevin
McCabe Show on Arizona Sports 98.7 FM—the state’s top high school sports program—
celebrating student-athletes and local communities. His legacy is defined by storytelling, dedication, and inspiring
generations of Arizona athletes.

Jeff Munn, Mid-Day News Anchor, Bonneville Phoenix, play-by-play announcer, ASU
women’s basketball

Jeff Munn has been a part of Valley broadcasting since 1979. A Phoenix native, Jeff has been heard
on stations KWAO, KXIV, KNIX and KTAR, and has spent the last quarter century as a play-by-play
broadcaster for the Arizona Diamondbacks and Arizona State University Athletics. Jeff is a two-time
winner of the Arizona Sportscaster of the Year Award and has earned numerous awards for his
work as a news anchor and reporter. He currently serves as the play-by-play voice of ASU Women's
Basketball and pre-and-post game host for ASU Football.

Dave Riek - General Manager, KAWC

An Arizona native, Dave Riek began a 40-year career in broadcasting as a student volunteer at
| KNAU in Flagstaff. Dave has worked as a reporter, news director, producer, operations
director, and manager. He has assisted in the development of public radio stations across
Arizona. Since taking on the role as General Manager at Yuma’s KAWC/KOFA in 2006, Dave
was responsible for the addition of new radio stations in Parker and Quartzsite. Dave has also
| led an effort at Arizona Western College to develop new studios, a student newsroom and
opportunities for students and volunteers to experience making radio programs.

Suzanna Stanton - Community Relations Manager, ABC15

For more than 30 years, Suzanna Stanton has been one of Arizona’s most trusted and dynamic
community connectors, known for turning compassion into action across local media. She
began her career in Globe in the 1990s, starting in radio before joining KPNX-TV in Phoenix,
where she transformed the station’s Turkey Drive into the nation’s top one-day turkey drive.
She also expanded Buddy Check 12 into a leading breast-health initiative and strengthened
the station’s partnership with the Susan G. Komen Foundation, earning a reputation for
rallying statewide support. In 2011, Suzanna became Community Relations Manager at KNXV-
TV, where she elevated Operation Santa Claus into a million-dollar holiday campaign supporting five major charities.
When Arizonans face crisis, especially those unhoused or in need, Suzanna is often the first call. Outside of work, she is
an avid volunteer, Arizona explorer, devoted friend and family member, and a proudly sassy aunt.
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